Partner Parishes in the Diocese of Greensburg - Pennsylvania Charitable Trusts

ST. GERTRUDE PARISH CHRIST THE KING PARISH
303 Franklin Ave. 125 Park Road
Vandergrift, PA 15690 Leechburg, PA 15656
sgcatholic.org ctkleechburg.org

FEBRUARY 18, 2024

1°* SUNDAY
OF LENT

Parish Council Mission Statement ~ We, the partnered parish communities of St. Gertrude and Christ the King, are faith-filled
Catholics who have been called by our Baptism and empowered by the Good News of Jesus Christ to be Church for all. Although
made up of multicultural faith communities we are ever united by our common faith.

We are committed to “building up the Body of Christ” through Word, Worship, Evangelization, Leadership, Service, Stewardship,
and Fellowship. Dedicated to deepening our love of Christ and one another, together we strive to become a living reflection of Christ
for our region.

We willingly accept our obligation to be the “Light of the World” for others and in that spirit we promise to use our resources to
practice gospel justice, to heal divisive wounds among God’s people and to join with all people of good will in addressing the
spiritual and physical needs of all.

OFFERTORY AND CONTRIBUTIONS
As we begin this season of repentance and reflection, let us contemplate what this time ..
means and how it can lead us to a closer relationship with God. The word Lent comes
from an old English word meaning “spring,” or “a new birth.” This sacred time offers a [4xg
W unique opportunity to deepen our relationship with God, reflect on our lives, and prepare E P
our hearts for the resurrection joy of Easter. Each of us should discern a personal plan for . .
this special spiritual season and our continued journey with Christ. In order to be fully
immersed in the Lenten experience, the Church gives us three extraordinary ways to draw closer into this mystery: Prayer, Fasting,
and Almsgiving. Prayer is conversation with God and is essential for fasting and almsgiving because prayer gives us the strength to
fast, draws us into a closer relationship with God and makes us grateful for the blessings we have received. Prayer is the cornerstone
of our Lenten journey and is vital to all of our actions in life. Fasting reminds us of our hunger for God. In addition to the traditional
forms of fasting, try fasting from social media or gossip. Almsgiving is the sharing of our blessings with others and is a way to live
out our gratitude for all that God has given us. Justice, mercy, and charity are integral elements of our baptism that call us to be
disciples of Jesus. May this sacred time encourage spiritual growth, self-examination and renewal that have a profound impact for
you during this Lenten season and your continued journey with Christ.




Parish Office
125 Park Road Leechburg, PA, 15656
(724) 845-8191

Monday to Friday............ 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM

Pastor
The Reverend Alan N. Polczynski
apolczynski @dioceseofgreensburg.org

Senior Priest Active
The Reverend Michael J. Sciberras

Deacon
Rev. Br. Romuald Duchene, O.S.B.

Pastoral Assistant to the Homebound
Sr. Lilly Aseervatham, SMI (SG)
srlillyaseer1984@gmail.com

Sr. Vinaya Kurian, SMI (CTK)
srvinayactk@gmail.com

Business Manager
Melissa Anderson
manderson@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Administrative Assistant/Bulletin Editor
Sharon Robson
srobson@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Regional Youth Ministry Director
Heather Hensley
hhensley@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Music Director and Organist
Patti Donghia (SG)
pdonghia@dioceseofgreensburg.org

George Pecoraro (CTK)
gpecoraro@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Cemetery Contact

St. Catherine Cemetery and St. Gertrude Cemetery

ctkstgcem@gmail.com

Mass Times
Monday
830 AM........cooiininl St. Gertrude
Tuesday
8:30AM..........l Christ the King
Wednesday
830 AM.......cooieninl St. Gertrude
Thursday
830 AM.........oeenil. Christ the King
Friday
830 AM.......cooiininl St. Gertrude
9:00 AM - 10: 00AM (Holy Hour)
Saturday
830 AM......ociiniinni Christ the King
9:00 AM - 10: 00AM (Holy Hour)
4:00PM........coiiiin St. Gertrude
530PM.....ccoii Christ the King
Sunday
8:00 AM........coeoienn St. Gertrude
930 AM........ce Christ the King
10:30 AM.......ooviinni St. Gertrude
CONFESSION / RECONCILIATION
Saturday, 3:15 PM-3:45 PM............ St. Gertrude
Saturday, 9:00 AM................... Christ the King
(or by appointment)
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE
Arrangements must be made at least six months in
advance of the anticipated date.
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Must have a Baptism Preparation Class.
Must be scheduled in advance.

All bulletin submissions must be and turned into the parish office by Tuesday, 12:00 noon.

FINANCE COUNCILS
ST. GERTRUDE CHRIST THE KING
Joe Caporali Bill Anderson
James Kunkle James Favero
John Kuruc Martha Frech
Allan Lundburg Don Marco
Margaret Yucas Anne Troya
JOINT PARISH COUNCIL
Amanda Biagioni Dolores Lucjak
Debbie Biagioni Joseph Rice
Sue Jagnemma Margaret Stull

Carol Rzewnicki

MATTERS OF SEXUAL MISCONDUCT INFORMATION

If you have any suspicion about the sexual abuse (or any other type
of abuse) of a minor child by anyone — please contact PA
ChildLine immediately at 1-800-932-0313. If the alleged abuser is
functioning in a parish, school or diocesan position as clergy,
religious, paid staff or volunteer you are also requested to contact
the Bishop’s Delegate for Matters of Sexual Misconduct after you
have called the ChildLine number and made the report. The
Bishop’s Delegate may be reached at 724-837-0901, ext. 1221.

R PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK AND SHUT-INS
OF OUR PARISHES.




St. Gertrude Pavish

WEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE WEEKLY COLLECTION
Monday, February 19 February 10 & February 11
8:30 AM + Susan Cuffia Weekly Offertory $ 3,837.00
by Joyce and Jim Cuffia Loose $  297.00
Wednesday, February 21 Restoration $ 90.00
St. Peter Damian
8:30 AM +Joseph Dupal Utility/Energy 5o 70
by Kathy, Suzy and Larry Votives $ 115.00
Friday, February 23 Ash Wednesday $ 125.00
St. Polycarp Catholic Home Missions $ 100.00
8:30 AM Special Intention
by Don and Isabelle Ziegler
10:10 AM Stations of the Cross
SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT

Saturday, February 24

4:00 PM For the Living and Deceased
Members of St. Gertrude and Christ
the King Parishes

Sunday, February 25

8:00 AM + Joanne Loperfito

by Tom and Tina Brestensky
10:30 AM + Joan Stephenson

by Cindy King

Memorial Candle
In Memory Of: John Lucas

by Wife Ida
MINISTRY SCHEDULE
February  Eucharistic Lector Altar
24 & 25 Minister Server
Saturday Gail Sheila Nick
4:00 PM Lightner Tilson Pityk
Sunday Stephanie Christine ~ Anthony/
8:00 AM Enciso Smith Nico
Sunday Gerri Rebecca Dom
10:30 AM Michela Borland

As a disciple of St. John, the Evangelist, St. Polycarp
was able to hear about Jesus' life, death, and
resurrection directly from those who witnessed it.
Because Polycarp was ordained as Bishop of Smyrna
by St. John, he is one of three chief Apostolic
Fathers, along with Clement of Rome and Ignatius
of Antioch.

During his life Polycarp defended the Church
against heresies. His important writing, the Lefter to
the Philippians, quoted the Gospels and Acts of the
Apostles, stressing Paul’s authority in the Church
and setting out clear arguments against the gnostic
heresy that denied Christ’s divinity.

The early period of the Church was a dangerous
time to be a Christian and like many, St. Polycarp
was martyred. He was captured by Romans and
sentenced to burn at the stake. However, the fire did
not touch him, instead rising up like sails around
him. Seeing that the flames would not injure
Polycarp, the Romans stabbed him instead. The
Martyrdom of Polycarp is perhaps the earliest fully
preserved account of a Christian martyr.




Christ the King Parish

Tuesday, February 20

8:30 AM + Rose Polczynski
In Memory Of

Thursday, February 22

8:30 AM + Urban and Swagzdis Families
by Dion Urban

Friday, February 23

6:00 PM Stations of the Cross

Saturday, February 24

8:30 AM + Kornelia Galka

by Dion Urban

5:30 PM + Al Aiello

by Family
Sunday, February 25
9:30 AM + Andrew Pastva

by Wife and Family

February = Hospitality Lector Eucharistic
24 & 25 Minister
Saturday Jack Linda Mary Jane

5:30 PM Canzano Fedorchak Gruber
Sunday John Valerie Kathy
9:30 AM Lucjak Zanotti Daugherty

ARE YOU
HLIVINGLENT?

February 10 & February 11

Weekly Offertory $ 3,401.00
Monthly $  805.00
Loose $ 42.87
Votives $ 105.00
Utilities $  172.00
Cemetery $ 72.00
Accent $ 15.00
Ash Wednesday $ 65.00
Eastern European Collection $ 83.00
Home Missions of the Americas $ 70.00

2024 PARISH EASTER BAKE SALE
All parishioners are invited to share their time and talent
by participating in our parish bake sale.
The schedule is as follows:
Saturday, March 9t at 9 AM: Hall set-up will take place
(men...we need your muscles!).
Sunday, March 10* at 10 AM: Measure ingredients and
clean and grind nuts.
Monday, March 11t at 8:00 AM: Baking starts

Nut, Poppy Seed and Apricot Rolls - $14.00 each

- @& B

Order deadline is March 4™
Pick-up: March 13t & 14t between NOON - 4 PM
“PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN BOXES FOR PICK-UP”
[Orders not picked up by March 14t will be sold]

Paska Bread (Round or Braided)
with raisins $ 8.00
' without raisins $7.50 ﬁ
Order deadline is March 11t
Pick-up: March 20* between NOON - 4PM

[Orders not picked up by March 20 will be sold.]
Order forms are available in the gathering space of the
church and at the parish office.

ORDERS MAY ALSO BE PLACED BY CALLING:
Teresia at 724-845-7588 * Toni at 724-309-1976

Donations of Crisco, Gold Medal All Purpose Flour and
Domino Sugar are greatly appreciated! Donations may
be dropped off at the parish office prior to the start of the
bake sale, or they may be placed in the container marked
“BAKE SALE", located in the gathering space of the
church by the coat rack.




Note from the Pastor:

The following is taken from the Thursday, January 25, 2024 edition of The Catholic
Accent (Vol. 63, No. 5, Pg. 26):

After consultation with the Diocesan Priest Council, Bishop Larry J. Kulick is restoring
the option for the faithful to receive holy Communion under both species on the first weekend
of Lent, Feb. 17-18. Monsignor Raymond E. Riffle, Diocesan Vicar General and Rector at
Blessed Sacrament Cathedral, Greensburg, made the announcement to priests in the Diocese to
allow them to take any actions needed to restore this practice in their parishes. “Although the
option for reception of the Precious Blood is being restored, it is not required that every parish
implement this action,” Monsignor Riffle said. “This practice is to be instituted at the

discretion of the pastor or administrator on a parish-by-parish basis.”

With this announcement in mind and after prayerful consideration of our own
circumstances, I have decided that for the parishes of Christ the King and Saint Gertrude, we will
not be restoring holy Communion under both species at this time. The primary concern right now for our
parishes is not having an adequate number of extraordinary ministers of holy Communion. I am certainly
open to revisit and reevaluate this decision in the future. As we are in the midst of a National Eucharistic
Revival, we are all reminded that when we receive holy Communion, even if only under one species, we still
receive the fullness of Christ. And, the Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches us, “[b]efore so great a
sacrament, the faithful can only echo humbly and with ardent faith the words of the Centurion: ‘Lord, I am
not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but only say the word and my soul will be healed” (1386).”

May God continue to bless you and may each of us have a spiritually fruitful Lenten journey.

Sincerely in Christ,

Fr. Alan

FAITH FORMATION (GRADES K - 5) BISHOP MORROW HOME
Classes will be SUNDAY evenings for Kindergarten = There is currently one (1) opening at the Bishop
through Fifth Grades from 6:00-7:30 PM at St. = Morrow Personal Care Home. For more information
Gertrude Parish Center. please call (724)845-2828. Thank you.

YOUTH MINISTRY (GRADES 6-12)
Grades 6-12 will meet on Wednesdays from 6:30-8:00 PM at Saint Margaret Mary Church.
"On Wednesday, February 7th, the youth group talked about Sacramentals. Why the church gave them to us
and how they can help us in our spiritual life. We spoke about the scapular, St. Benedict medal, Miraculous
medal and others. The group was able to pick any sacramental they wanted to take home. We also had a
small Valentines Day celebration since Feb. 14th is Ash Wednesday!"

- s




RECEIVE

2024 Diocesan Lenten Appeal

.. & 'Hlr 3
vwhen you share your gifts through the 2024 Diocesan Lenten Appeal, yvou join
those wheo are faithful in their generosity. Last yvear, only one-third of the faithful Diocese

across the Diocese participated. When you share what you have received, you € af 1 =
are keeping yvyour parish energized and connected to our faith community. rrecensburg

Donate today at DioceseofGreensburg.org/DLA2024

St. Margaret Mary Social Committee
Lancaster Bus Tour
Tuesday-Wednesday April 23-24, 2024
Daniel at the Sight and Sound Theater. (preferred floor seating)
Dinner at Miller’s Smorgasbord

Accommodations at Doubletree Resort by Hilton w/ baggage handling (1 bag)

Breakfast at Hotel

Kitchen Kettle Village

Jukebox Jive performance at the Magic and Wonder Theater with Buffet Lunch

Pricing: $497 pp double occupancy $597 single occupancy

We are asking those who would be interested in going on this bus trip to complete the following interest form. This is not a
commitment to go on the trip, but allows us to determine if we will be able to fill the bus.
If you have any questions, please call Arleen Pavetto 724-493-3911 and leave a message with your call back #.
PLEASE RETURN THE INTEREST FORM BY February 26th

Interest Form

Name Phone Number

Others Traveling with You

Name Phone Number
Name Phone Number
Name Phone Number

Optional Insurance will be available directly through Thomas Tours
Please drop off the Interest Form in the basket on the desk in the Narthex at
St. Margaret Mary Church or mail to St. Margaret Mary Church 3055 Leechburg Rd. Lower Burrell, PA 15068
Please write LANCASTER TRIP on the front of the envelope



A-Amy’s Notary = ‘ . =
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ine Jewelry
aamysnotary@yahoo.com Ring Sizing - Gold Chain Solder - Diamond Setting

Instant Renewals, Plates, Title 173 Columbia Avenue  Tues.-Fri. 11:00-4:30
Transfers, Boats, ATVs R S 0 P e Vandergrift, PA15690  Thurs. 11:00-6:00
MON-FRI9TO6SAT9TO 1 SERVIN . i (724) 567-6483 Sat. 10:00-2:00

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!

ADT-Monitored Home Security

DDES YU“R N"“PR“HT -.l.. OUR COMMUNITY Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust
opmm NEWSLETTER
)

833-287-3502

ORGANIZATION NEED & B =

® Burglary ood Detection

ANEWSLETTERY 2 . .y
print and digital nowsotters 2z LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

to reach your community. | =i b Place Your&d'Hera

Visit Ipicommunities.com T and Support Our Parish!

catholicmatch’ g
Pennsylvania

CatholicMatch.com/ PA - snovosel@4LPi.com ¢ (800) 477-4574 x6318
For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574  www.4lpi.com 14-4007




(lawson

FUNERAL & CREMATION CENTER, INC.

“Proud to be family owned and dedicated
to the care of those we serve”

170 Main Street, Leechburg, PA 15656
724-842-1051

Brian S. Lucas, Supervisor
Robert E. Lucas, F.D.

Family/Farmiand|Butchery,
724:448:7464

E KASANICKY/FARM/MEATS

206/RazziRoad! 'eechburg|PAVI5656,
8 |

Confused by Medicare? We can help.

No cost or obligation.
Jennifer Horwatt Agency

1001 S. Leechburg Hill Rd « Leechburg PA

724-236-0469

Curran#

Funeral Homes
CURRAN FUNERAL HOMES AND CREMATION SERVICES
300 Market St., Leechburg, PA 15656
Supervisor - Norman E. Connors ® 724-842-1021
BRADY-CURRAN FUNERAL HOME AND CREMATION SERVICES, INC.
429 Franklin Ave., Vandergrift, PA 15690
Supervisor - James A. Kunkle » 724-568-1621

www.curranfuneralhome.com

THE SHOP On Grant

Custom Picture Framing
Yarn and Notions ¢ Gifts ¢ Classes

724-568-4509

118 Grant Ave ® Vandergrift
theshopongrant@gmail.com

Locally
Owned Does
Make A
Difference

WWW, clawsonfunera.lhome.com

Cucina Rustica

118 Carolina Ave. « Vandergrift 1¥_J
724-567-5515
Open Tuesday - Saturday

\\
WY

Stump Grinding, General Hauling
Tree Trimming/ Removal +
24 Hour Storm Damage =
Experienced and Insured ~— —

412-996-1853 °

.lolm's

Heating & Air Conditioning

603 High St ¢ Freeport

(724) 295-2950

TOLL FREE
1-877-551-6760

“Better Built Memorials” See Our Large Display

FREEPORT MONUMENTAL WORKS
P. POFI AND SONS

Established 1921
724-295-2320 |

344 Second St.

J!h Route 66
NASER West Apollo
- rooos

(724) 727-7503
Hours: M-Sat 8-9 e Sun 9-5

CHEVROLET

Route 56, Vandergrift
724-567-5683

Vandergrift & Leechburg

Health Mart.

@ PHARMACIES
224 Longfellow St. in Vandergrift
T724-567-6615
165 Market St. in Leechburg

(724) 568-3639

DUNMIRE-KERR & ROWE FUNERAL HOME, INC.

Locally Owned and Operated Since 1905
SHAWN P. ROWE, SUPERVISOR

WWW.

dunmirekerr.com

724-842-1771

Full Generics Program - Many priced
below mail order...call us NOW!

Greeting cards 1/2 OFF EVERYDAY!
100's of ltems $3.99 or less!

Many less than $1.00!
EVERYDAY!

HELD'S
Shop ‘N Save
North Apollo

You [<-1;]

NOW

Hiringt  achieva

Murpry’s Mustc CENTER
400 S. Leechburg Hill Rd.

Leechburg, PA 15656
724-842-8671

Music Begins at Mmpﬁyif

NEIGHBORHOOD MARKET

SPR.ANKLE

Home Delivery
Fundraising - Groceries
724-845-2671

DAN WANER

CONTRACTING
Building & Remodeling
Fully Insured - SINCE 1978

740 McKinely Ave., E. Vandergrift

Dan Waner, Owner-Parishioner

724-568-2546

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574  www.4lpi.com

T124-478-4751 achieva.info/careers
BYERS TAXI DONGHIA LUMBER ~ JAMES R.
SERVICE, INC. COMPANY < e CIOTESE
124;567%63: Doors « Windows CAREATHOME MILLER, ESd.
e, Siding - Roofing - Decking A ey ANG =, Attorney’s at Law
premp e Y 25 YEARS ) |[SSSrymrmarsr
LOPERFITO \"g oL ,iﬂ Estates * Domestic
M:H 724-567-5673 For all your home care needs! 724'845'8339
724-568-3694 www.donghialumber.com www.careathome.us 157 Market St.
GLLAWYERS.COM VANDERGRIFT, PA 724.339.1117 Leechburg, PA

14-4007



